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UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS 

FOR THE SECOND CIRCUIT 

 

DECLARATION OF MONIFA BANDELE IN SUPPORT OF  
PLAINTIFFS-APPELLEES’ OPPOSITION TO DEFENDANT-APPELLANT’S’ MOTION 

FOR STAY 
 

I, Monifa Bandele, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746 and subject to the penalties of perjury, 

that the following is true and correct: 

1. I submit this affidavit in support of Plaintiff-Appellees’ opposition to Defendant-

Appellant’s Motion to Stay the Court’s Remedies Opinion and Order in the above-captioned 

case. I am not a party to the above-captioned case.   

2. I am the Know Your Rights Campaign Director for the New York Chapter of the 

Malcolm X Grassroots Movement (MXGM). MXGM is a national organization whose mission is 

to promote human rights for African American communities. Members of the New York chapter 

live in all five boroughs. We conduct Know Your Rights (KYR) workshops in communities 

throughout the City, train community members and young people to facilitate their own KYR 

workshops, create mechanisms for police accountability within local communities, and provide 

organizing and communications assistance to individuals and families who are victims of police 

misconduct, including unconstitutional stops-and-frisks. Most of our community-based 
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educational and organizing programs are focused in the borough of Brooklyn and 80% of our 

New York City membership resides there.  

3. As our Know Your Rights Campaign Director I am responsible for representing 

MXGM within citywide coalitions, fund raising, organizing community events and town halls, 

tracking our Cop Watch patrols and KYR workshops, and providing assistance to families and 

individuals who are victims of police misconduct. 

Malcolm X Grassroots Movement 

4. MXGM’s members and members of the larger African American community in 

which we organize and serve have been stopped and frisked by New York City Police 

Department (NYPD) officers. 

5. MXGM members Lalit Clarkson and David Floyd are named plaintiffs in this 

action. MXGM member Djibril Toure was a named plaintiff in the similar litigation which 

preceded Floyd,  Daniels v. City of New York.   

6. MXGM is on the steering committee of Communities United for Police Reform 

(CPR), a city-wide coalition of over 60 organizations who have come together to end 

discriminatory policing practices. 

7. Creating accountability for unjust police practices has been a priority of MXGM 

for years before the Floyd litigation. Since the 1990s, MXGM’s Know Your Rights Campaign 

has been working to create community-led responses against police violence in New York City, 

including organizing press conferences and town hall meetings, educating elected officials on the 

disparate impact of NYPD’s policing policies on communities of color, assisting with crafting 

model legislation and developing solutions to police misconduct, convening broad coalitions of 

diverse communities from throughout the City, facilitating KYR workshops in impacted 
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communities, conducting Cop Watch patrols, and assisting families seeking justice in cases of 

police misconduct.  

8.  MXGM is eager to work with our community partners and allies to represent the 

voices and interests of community members impacted by racial profiling in New York City as a 

part of the Joint Remedy Process ordered by Judge Shira Scheindlin. Our members packed the 

courtroom during the Floyd proceedings on April 2, 2013, and also mobilized to ensure a daily 

presence in the courtroom. We are hopeful that the remedial process prescribed by the District 

Court is put in place swiftly. The overwhelming majority of those who have fallen victim to 

racial profiling by the NYPD are African American and Latino young men. Our communities 

have the most to lose if the NYPD’s current practices, including and especially stop-and-frisk, 

continue to rob our young people of their childhoods, pump scores of men and women into the 

criminal justice system, disrupt the daily lives of those who are profiled, and dehumanize another 

generation of people.   

9. Granting a stay of the District Court’s remedial decision would send the wrong 

message to  members of MXGM and the communities we work in.  A stay would say that even 

the courts cannot stop the ongoing injustice we face because of our race or ethnicity, and would 

diminish the optimism her ruling created. It would further demoralize the scores of young people 

who came out to the trial and told their stories to newspapers and over social media. Any lack of 

urgency in remedying identified and proven rights violations pushes communities of color 

further into the margins. Delay in developing remedies, or worse a denial of the remedies, will 

lead to a lack of public confidence in the reform process, the courts, and the law overall.  
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Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true 

and correct. 

 

Executed on: October 3, 2013 

 

 

        
                                                                                      ____________________________ 

        Monifa Bandele 


